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––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
This course is designed to help you identify and dramatize facets of your life that matter to you. You’ll 
study and discuss the literary strategies of memoirists. You’ll try out those strategies by writing in class and 
sharing your work with others. Your life story will take shape in sensory descriptions, portrayals of 
character and setting, scenes of action, passages of narrative, and retrospective reflections. Finally, you may 
submit some pages, if you choose, for my feedback. 
 
Schedule (subject to revision): 
Week 1 – Images, Facts, and Memories (Introduction) 
Week 2 – People (Characterization) 
Week 3 – Places (Setting) 
Week 4 – Actions (Scene, Summary, and Dialogue) 
Week 5 – Thoughts (Exposition and Reflection)  
Week 6 – Structure (Putting the Pieces Together) 
 
 
Here’s what will happen in class each week: 
– Informal lectures on craft, enriched by your contributions to discussion. 
– Close reading of brief excerpts by published authors – not to judge them but to learn from them.  
– In-class writing exercises. 
– Time devoted to sharing your impromptu work in small groups or pairs. 
– Optional writing assignments to pursue at home. 
 
Class readings: 
These will be posted on the OLLI website. Please print out the week’s excerpts before  each class.  
 
Bring to each class meeting: 
– Materials you download from the OLLI website. There will be new items to print each week. 
– A folder for these documents. As you collect them, keep bringing them to each class. 
– The writing that you’ve done every week. 
 
A word about the excerpts: 
We can’t cover all of them in class. Whenever an excerpt hasn’t been read and discussed in class, please 
read it at home and use it as a reference for yourself. 
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Optional Writing Assignments: 
Each student has four opportunities to submit work to me and receive feedback on it. Please limit each 
submission to three pages (750 words). I can accept submissions through our fifth class meeting.  
 
Here are the guidelines for your submissions. Hand in a hard copy, double-spaced with 12-point font 
or larger, and numbered pages. If your submission comes from a class exercise, please note that in writing.  
 
Further Reading: 
Writing the Memoir – Judith Barrington 
Your Life as Story – Tristine Rainer 
Writing Life Stories – Bill Roorbach  
 
Welcome to class! 
 


