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Few are truly aware of the paramount artistic and architectural legacy of this southern 
metropolis, the third biggest city in Italy with over 2 million inhabitants. Yet, since its 
Greek foundation to the present day, Naples has taken on various political roles in 
different eras, each carrying a distinct cultural heritage. From comedy, to music, to 
literature, to cinema, to architecture, and all the fine arts, the Neapolitan creatives have 
populated history books. This course will survey the unparalleled contribution and 
appeal of an environment with no equals in Italy and the whole Mediterranean.  
 
Lesson 1. NAPLES: FROM ITS GREEK FOUNDATION TO THE RENAISSANCE 
There is an invisible, albeit powerful dividing line between Naples and Rome. That 
boundary is the extent of the Greek heritage deeply rooted in Southern Italy, but utterly 
absent from the capital of the Roman empire. That tradition percolates throughout the 
history of this unique city, a veritable melting-pot of one-of-a-kind artistic and 
architectural achievements in the midst of a thriving popular culture with its highs and 
lows. As an active commercial harbor, militarily strategic for its location as well as 
religious center, Naples became the settings for landmarks across centuries. From the 
Maschio Angioino to the Santa Chiara Monastery to its numerous monuments crowing 
the city’s historical center, this lesson will cover these unique beginnings.  
 
Lesson 2. NAPLES: FROM THE BAROQUE TO THE 19th CENTURY. 
A fixed point in the Grand Tour for any educated member of the European aristocracy 
well as for the up and coming bourgeoisie, Naples captivated the attention nationally 
and internationally for its kaleidoscopic cultural richness. While the glorious heritage of 
the antiquities was the primary magnet for such interest, the architecture of the post-
Renaissance, from the Baroque to the magnificent Neoclassical period and its 19th 
century phase, attracted significant consideration among scholars. Il Palazzo Spagnolo, 
for example, epitomizes the intersection of architectural influences in the region. Luigi 
Vanvitelli was a towering figure in architectural history. Piazza del Plebiscito remains 
one of the most iconic symbols of Neoclassical architecture as well as the Galleria 
Umberto I. This talk will discuss three centuries of architectural excellence.  
 
Lesson 3. MODERNIST NAPLES, A GALLERY OF GREATS 
The engagement of Neapolitan architects with modernism delivered some of the most 
groundbreaking achievements of the pioneering period. Under the Fascist era, a few 
rationalist projects achieved European renown. Reflective of a highly sophisticated local 
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patronage, the post-war period equally contributed to expanding an architectural 
tradition that for centuries had produced achievements in all artistic fields up until its 
pre-industrial period. Native architects such as Edoardo Persico, Luigi Cosenza, Aldo 
Loris Rossi, Riccardo Dalisi, and outsiders such as Bernard Rudofsky, Kenzo Tange, 
Giuseppe Vaccaro, Pier Luigi Nervi, Paolo Soleri, and many others signed highly revered 
projects in the area consolidating the central position of Naples in modern architecture.   
 
Lesson 4. NAPLES TODAY: RECENT TRENDS IN ARCHITECTURE 
In the last few decades. Naples has experienced new growth. Local, national, and 
international architects have contributed to a new splendor. From Oscar Niemeyer to 
Renzo Piano, to Zaha Haid, to David Chipperfield and many others, the Neapolitan 
territory has been the setting for considerable design statements, building a new legacy 
for generations to come. In recent years, A new subway system is opening a new 
chapter in the city, involving architects such as Alessandro Mendini, Benedetta 
Tagliabue, Karim Rashid, and many others. This closing talk will illustrate this new phase 
of the city.  
 
 
 


