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The Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute (OLLI) at UC Berkeley 
is a vibrant, member-driven 
community designed for learners 
50+ — and open to all. Membership 
offers access to more than 100 
courses per year, speaker events, 
field trips, socials, and more. No 
Cal affiliation is needed — just a 
love of learning (without exams 
or grades). Join us! 
Memberships 
• Single Term ($75) 

• Annual ($100) 

• Premium ($995) 

• Best of OLLI Only ($25) 

Course fees are separate and are based 
on membership type, delivery method, 
size (from large lecture to small workshop) 
and length. “Premium/Premium Plus” 
members pay no fees for lecture courses 
(50+ offered per year) and 50% off 
workshops and discussions. For only $10, 
Annual and Premium members can 
upgrade to “Plus” memberships to gain 
access to our “Best of OLLI” archive of 
popular pre-recorded courses. 
(See listing on page 5.) 

New Member Offer 
Get $25 off a Single Term membership! 
Contact berkeley_olli@berkeley.edu 
for the special code. 

Fee Assistance 
Enjoy waived Annual Plus membership 
(a $110 value) and 70% off all course fees. 

Learn more at  
olli.berkeley.edu 

Registration Opens July 13 

MONDAY, SEPT. 14 – OCT. 19 

Thinking About Old Age: Philosophy, Literature, 
and Film 
Bill Smoot 
10 a.m.–noon  •  6 sessions •  GBC 365 
$205 (Premium/Premium Plus members: 50% off) 

For Simone de Beauvoir and the French existentialists, there are two 
aspects to humanity — the objective facts and the subjective freedom 
by which we live those facts in our chosen way. As Sartre put it, “We 
are always free to make something out of what has been made of us.” 
In this seminar we will reflect on the meaning of old age, the challenges 
it presents, and the opportunities it affords through an exploration of 
four films, a couple of works of literature, and a few poems. 

Bill Smoot is a writer of fiction and essays. He received his Ph.D. in 
philosophy from Northwestern University. He teaches college classes 
in San Quentin Rehabilitation Facility. 

Writing Your Good Life 
Christine Schoefer 
10 a.m.–noon  •  6 sessions •  GBC 300 
$245 (Premium/Premium Plus members: 50% off) 

This course teaches the specific skill of crafting very short personal 
essays. Through discussions, writing exercises, and short readings, 
embolden your creativity, hone your writing skill, and awaken your 
inner artist/storyteller. Assignments will encourage you to write 
yourself into a deeper understanding of your life experiences. 

Christine Schoefer received her Ph.D. from UC Berkeley. Her work 
has been featured on NPR, The Nation, Salon, LA Times, Chicago 
Tribune, Berkeley Monthly, and also in Germany. 

COMMUNITY 
When you join OLLI at UC Berkeley, you become part of 
a 2,000-strong community of learners insatiably curious 
about the world. Explore alongside people who share your 
passion for new ideas, deeper perspectives, and meaningful 
connections. All are welcome! 

mailto:berkeley_olli@berkeley.edu
https://olli.berkeley.edu/
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MONDAY, SEPT. 14 – OCT. 19 continued 

A Darkness More than Night: 
Film Noir in the Late 1950s 
Art Eckstein 
1–2:30 p.m.  •  6 sessions 
$165 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

Most film scholars argue that film noir as a Hollywood 
movement had run its course by 1955. This course suggests, 
however, that film noir continued as a powerful force throughout 
the late 1950s and into the early 1960s; it changed and broadened 
its subjects, but it was still leftist in outlook, still “tough on 
America” — still tough on authority in general. This persistence 
of film noir says something more broadly about American culture: 
the late ’50s weren’t all prosperity and repression. And the Sixties 
didn’t come out of nowhere. 

Art Eckstein received his Ph.D. from UC Berkeley and went on 
to become professor of history and distinguished university 
professor at the University of Maryland, College Park. 

Early New Wave Rock: 1975-1983 
Richie Unterberger 
1–3 p.m.  •  6 sessions •  GBC 365 
$165 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

From the mid-1970s to the early 1980s, new wave rock 
reinvigorated popular music with a new form of rebellious 
energy. “Early New Wave Rock” celebrates this explosion, when 
performers like Patti Smith, Blondie, Talking Heads, the Ramones, 
the Clash, and the Sex Pistols brought the music from the 
underground to the overground. Combining rare video and sound 
clips with expert commentary, the course also covers new wave’s 
entrance into the mainstream in the early 1980s with acts like the 
Go-Go’s and the Pretenders. 

Richie Unterberger is an author of rock history. His next book, 
Do What You Fear Most: The History of the Velvet Underground, 
is due out this year. 

MONDAY, SEPT. 21 – OCT. 12 

Berkeley Natural History 
Alan Shabel 
1–3 p.m.  •  4 sessions 
$150 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

California is a natural history phenomenon, with a complex 
geology, a diversity of ecosystems, and a rich flora and fauna. 
In this seminar, you will be introduced to the natural history of 
Berkeley through a study of the common plants and animals at 
the wildland-urban interface. We will give special attention to 
the role of fire in East Bay ecosystems. 

Alan Shabel received his B.A. in Biology at Dartmouth College 
and Ph.D. from UC Berkeley, where he currently teaches. 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 15 – OCT. 6 

Sacred Mountains of the World 
Ed Bernbaum 
1–3 p.m.  •  4 sessions •  GBC 365 
No class 10/6; final class 10/13 
$150 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

As the highest and most dramatic features of the 
landscape, mountains have come naturally to represent 
humanity’s highest and deepest values and aspirations. 
Drawing on personal experiences, extensive research, 
and his work with national parks and World Heritage 
sites, Ed Bernbaum explores the role of mountains in 
the mythologies, religions, literature, history, and art of 
cultures around the world, both traditional and modern. 
Illustrated with spectacular photography, the course 
also examines the implications of sacred mountains for 
mountaineering, the environment, and everyday life. 

Ed Bernbaum is a mountaineer and scholar of 
comparative religion and mythology whose work centers 
on the relationship between culture and nature. His book 
Sacred Mountains of the World won the Commonwealth 
Club’s gold medal for nonfiction. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

Town Hall: Making Sense of  
the Midterms 
Facilitated by Darren Zook 
10 a.m.–noon  •  F&S 

Join your fellow OLLI members and their 
guests for a lively Town Hall at The Freight 
as we take stock of midterm election results 
from across the country and here in California. 
This is your chance to share perspectives,  
ask questions, and engage in the kind of 
thoughtful, wide-ranging conversation that  
makes OLLI unique.  

All members are welcome — and bring  
a friend! 

1 
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TUESDAY, SEPT. 15 – OCT. 20 

Revolutions from Above and Below 
Dariush Zahedi 
10 a.m.–noon  •  6 sessions •  GBC 365 
$165 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

This course examines the comparative dynamics of 
revolutionary transformation in three pivotal Middle 
Eastern states — Turkey, Iran, and Egypt — and uses the 
post-1945 experiences of Poland, Czechoslovakia, and 
Hungary to illuminate the conditions under which mass 
uprisings succeed or fail. We will explore how revolutionary 
change has been driven sometimes by state elites attempting 
to remake society from above (Atatürk’s Turkey, Reza Shah’s 
Iran, Nasser’s Egypt) and sometimes by mass movements 
rising from below (the Iranian Revolution of 1978–79, the 
Egyptian uprising of 2011, the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, 
the Prague Spring of 1968, Poland’s Solidarity movement 
of 1980–81, and the revolutions of 1989). 

Dariush Zahedi is the founding director of the AMENA 
Center for Entrepreneurship & Development at UC Berkeley. 
He has published three books on the political economy of 
the Middle East. 

Building a Great Memoir 
Louise Nayer 
10 a.m.–noon  •  6 sessions •  GBC 300 
$245 (Premium/Premium Plus members: 50% off) 

So many potent moments are waiting to be uncovered: 
dipping your body into a shimmering lake as a child, gazing 
out the window after the death of a loved one, remembering 
a best friend, wanting to say some words you’ve never said. 
Learn about the basic elements of memoir: sensory detail, 
scene vs. summary, dialogue, time shifts and narrative arc. 
Read great memoirists and do in-class exercises and work 
with peers. Hand in pages for instructor feedback. Leave the 
class with new writing friends and a body of writing. 

Louise Nayer is the author of six books including two 
memoirs: Burned: A Memoir and Narrow Escapes. 

iPhoneography 
Yoni Mayeri 
10 a.m.–noon  •  6 sessions 
No class 9/29; Ends 10/27 
$245 (Premium/Premium Plus members: 50% off) 

Learn how to capture stunning images, edit like a pro, and 
make the most of your iPhone’s powerful camera and editing 
tools. By the end, you’ll know how to create extraordinary 
photos — all from your pocket. Note: An iPhone 11s or 
newer is recommended. 

Yoni Mayeri is an award-winning professional photographer 
and an early adopter of the iPhone. Yoni teaches at UC 
Berkeley, Stanford, Stanford Research Park, Rancho La 
Puerta/Mexico, The Garden Club of America, Clos Mirabel/ 
France, and more. 

Alexander von Humboldt’s Cosmos 
Eric Simon 
1:30–3 p.m.  •  6 sessions 
$165 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

Starting just after his ascent of Mount Chimborazo, this course 
follows renowned naturalist and explorer Alexander von Humboldt 
as he completes his American expedition, including his visit to the 
United States. Next, we’ll trace his return to Europe, where he 
transformed his discoveries into groundbreaking publications. We 
will also explore his expedition across Russia and the development 
of ideas that helped lay the foundations of modern ecology, 
biogeography, and environmental science. This course is a 
continuation of a previous course (available as a Best of 
OLLI course, see page 5), but this course stands alone. 

Eric J. Simon, Ph.D. has been a professor of biology for over 
25 years. He is also the author of a widely used series of college 
biology textbooks used by students in over 40 countries. 

TUESDAY, OCT. 13 – NOV. 3 

The Road to Revolution: 
America 1763-1776 
Richard Bell 
10:30 a.m.–noon  •  4 sessions 
$150 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

In 1763 colonists across British North America could not have 
been prouder to be members of the British Empire. Fighting 
shoulder to shoulder with redcoat soldiers, they had trounced their 
mutual enemies in the French and Indian War, and colonists toasted 
King George, his ministers, and his military. In New York City, 
colonists even erected a statue to their great king. But on July 9, 
1776, a crowd of American soldiers and sailors tore down this same 
statue. This course explores the tumultuous 13 years between 
1763 and 1776, examining four of the extraordinary events that 
turned 13 loyal British colonies into a united confederation 
willing to go to war to achieve independence. 

Richard Bell is professor of history at the University of Maryland and 
author of the book Stolen: Five Free Boys Kidnapped into Slavery and 
Their Astonishing Odyssey Home. 

Your Next Phase 
Roberta Streimer 
3:30–6 p.m.  •  4 sessions •  GBC 365 
$245 (Premium/Premium Plus members: 50% off) 

Are you thinking about retiring and wondering what life will be 
like in the years ahead? Are you retired and keeping busy, yet still 
feel like your life is missing something? Do you aspire to live with a 
greater sense of purpose, meaning, and fulfillment? Do you aspire 
to give back, make a difference? Are you seeking connection to 
new friends or a new community? In this class, you’ll explore these 
questions with like-minded people. Come invest in yourself and 
plan ways to make the most of your retirement years! 

Roberta Streimer was a self-employed leadership consultant 
and trainer for 40 years. This workshop is Roberta’s labor of love. 

2 
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TUESDAY, OCT. 20 – NOV. 10 

The OLLI Salon: Reading Like a 
Writer, Writing Like a Reader 
Mina Witteman 
1–3 p.m.  •  4 sessions •  GBC 365 
$205 (Premium/Premium Plus members: 50% off) 

Great writers are great readers. In this course, 
participants explore how writers transform memory, 
observation, and imagination into compelling stories. 
Each session combines discussion of published work, 
a conversation with a guest author about their creative 
process and reading life, and a generative exercise. 
This is a course for readers, writers, and anyone 
curious about how stories are made. Get to the heart 
of storytelling, memory, history, and perspective with 
activities that allow participation through conversation, 
observation, and interpretation. No writing experience 
required. Writing opportunities are available but 
never mandatory. 

Mina Witteman writes in English and Dutch. 
She is a longtime teacher of creative writing, 
trained and certified by the Amsterdam University 
of Applied Sciences. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16 – OCT. 7 

Modern Industrial Design in Europe 
Pierluigi Serraino 
10:30 a.m.–noon  •  4 sessions 
$140 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

When modernity took over craftsmanship, industrial 
design was born. This course will survey the creativity 
of European masters and their visions for our 
everyday objects. 

Pierluigi Serraino, Ph.D., FAIA is the author of 
Modernism Rediscovered. His latest book is The 
Modern Garden: The Outdoor Architecture of 
Mid-century America. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23 – OCT. 7 

Intergenerational Dialogue: 
Humans, Humanity, Humanoids, Tech — 
What Now, What Next? 
Darren Zook 
10–11:30 a.m.  •  3 sessions •  GBC 365 
$60 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

If the age of AI seems unsettling enough, consider what comes 
next: physical AI, or three-dimensional AI in the form of humanoid 
machines. Once the focus of outlandish sci-fi lore, physical or 
humanoid AI is already being rolled out by tech companies as the 
unavoidable wave of the near future. But will this make human life 
better, or will it prove to be the beginning of the end of what we call 
humanity? Will we need to redefine humanity, or reclaim it? 
Note: These three conversations take place between OLLI 
members and undergraduates in Darren’s UC Berkeley class. 

Darren Zook teaches global studies and political science at UC 
Berkeley. His areas of interest include comparative politics, human 
rights, international law, cybersecurity, and the politics of art. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23 – OCT. 21 

Global Lens: Documentary Films with a 
Wide-Angle Point of View 
Karen Davis, Niels-Ole Rasmussen 
9:45 a.m.–noon  •  5 sessions •  F&S 
$185 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

This course offers a dynamic tour of global nonfiction filmmaking, 
revealing how directors speak to audiences shaped by their own 
cultures. Refreshing, revealing, and sometimes jarring, these 
international perspectives invite OLLI members to explore how 
filmmakers wrestle with reality, storytelling, and ethics. Screenings 
of recent, rarely seen documentaries spark discussions of each film’s 
aims, techniques, and artistic choices, building a sharp vocabulary for 
understanding how documentaries create meaning and emotion. 

Karen Davis is senior film programmer emerita for the Mill Valley 
Film Festival and professor emerita at California State University at 
Monterey Bay. 

Niels-Ole Rasmussen is a director at Copenhagen Film and 
built his craft in broadcast news before finding his sweet spot 
in documentaries and series created for Danish, European, and 
Taiwanese audiences. 

3 
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Mill Valley Film Festival

B

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23 – NOV. 4 
NO CLASS 10/28 

Of Thee I Sing: Celebrating Songs 
About America at 250 
Pete Elman 
1–3 p.m.  •  6 sessions •  F&S 
No class 10/28, last class on 11/4 
$185 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

This new course will examine great American songs of the past 
80 years from every musical genre, and will ask the question: 
“What makes these songs unique to America?” Each of the 
sessions will examine a different theme and explore eight to 
10 songs; the story behind each song, the composer and their 
background, an analysis of the lyrics, music and the recording, 
and the impact that each song has had on American culture. 

Pete Elman is a musician, performer, composer, studio 
musician, and producer of 30 albums. He has created 14 
different classes on popular music for OLLI. 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 14 – NOV. 4 

Modern Industrial Design in the U.S. 
Pierluigi Serraino 
10:30 a.m.–noon  •  4 sessions 
$140 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

Industrial design was a consequential creative art in North America. 
This course will cover the contribution of American masters in 
fashioning the 20th-century world, from coffee pots to train cars. 
See Serraino bio on page 3. 

Bach’s Muse: The Goldberg Variations 
Lowry Yankwich 
1–3 p.m.  •  4 sessions •  GBC 365 
$150 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

What is the nature of creativity? How does limitation spark 
generation? What does 250-year-old music have to do with 
John Coltrane? In this class, we will explore these questions 
and more through J.S. Bach’s keyboard masterwork, the 
“Goldberg” Variations. Together, we will ask what makes 
the piece tick — how Bach took a simple idea and ran with it 
to conjure 30 different worlds. Then, we’ll follow the piece into 
the present, where it continues to inspire artists around the 
globe. No prior knowledge of Bach or the “Goldberg” 
Variations required. 

Lowry Yankwich is an award-winning podcaster, pianist, 
and lawyer. His podcasts, “30 Bach” and “The Tonic,” probe 
music’s place in history, society, and others’ lives. He has 
taught on music and podcasting at Harvard, Stanford, and 
Temple University. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 17 – OCT. 8 

Rebuilding Democracy: Making the Case 
for Optimism 
Darren Zook 
10 a.m.–noon  •  4 sessions 
$150 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

Not a day goes by, it seems, without someone trying to draw a 
parallel between the current state of American politics and the 
“fall of Rome.” The pessimists among us tell us that things are 
too far gone, there’s no coming back and the American era has 
passed. Scholars write volumes that describe how democracies 
die, but where is the book that tells us how democracies 
recover, rebuild, renovate, and rejuvenate? This course is that 
book, with a focus on American democracy. If you know where 
to look and what to do, there is still room to look forward with 
optimism. See Zook bio on page 3. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 17 – OCT. 22 

Virginia Woolf’s Visionary Novels 
Stephanie Wells 
10 a.m.–noon  •  6 sessions •  GBC 365 
$165 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

Arguably the most important literary force shaping the 
language and approaches of 20th-century literature in English, 
Virginia Woolf’s novels reshaped the way we understand the 
genre through her quietly radical visions. This course will 
address Mrs. Dalloway (1925), To the Lighthouse (1927), 
and The Waves (1931). 

Stephanie Wells is a literature professor at College of Marin 
with a focus on modernism and postmodernism in American 
and British novels and poetry. She is the recipient of the 2025 
OLLI @Berkeley Excellence in Teaching and Learning Award. 

OLLI Goes to the Movies 
Join us for an exciting day at the movies as we 
head to the 49th annual Mill Valley Film Festival on 
Friday, Oct. 9, plus enjoy a special online pre-event 
talk with Festival Programmer Emerita Karen Davis. 
Learn about the two flms you’ll see at the Festival 
and get a behind-the-scenes look at what goes into 
programming an internationally acclaimed cinema 
event. $95 for the full experience. Details on  
our website. 

4 
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THURSDAY, SEPT. 17 – OCT. 22 

Walt Disney’s “American Century” 
and the California Dream 
Kathleen Moran 
1–3 p.m.  •  6 sessions • GBC 365 
$205 (Premium/Premium Plus members: 50% off) 

In this course, we discuss what publisher Henry Luce called 
“The American Century,” focusing on the ways “Disney” 
(the person, the company, the art, the movies, the theme 
parks) influenced American culture, ideals, urban design, and 
national consciousness. We will pay particular attention to 
the relationship of the Disney phenomenon to the myth of 
the California Dream. 

Kathleen Moran is a founder of UC Berkeley’s American 
Studies Program and a recipient of UC Berkeley’s Distinguished 
Teaching Award. 

Space Race: The U.S., the U.S.S.R., and 
the Battle to Be the First (1945-1972) 
Bebo White 
1:30–3 p.m.  •  6 sessions 
$165 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

This course will chronicle “The Space Race” between the U.S. 
and the U.S.S.R. and how development of rocket technology 
(as a surrogate for ballistic missile weapons) became 
focused on the use of artificial (man-made) earth satellites, 
the unmanned and manned exploration of space with the 
ultimate goal of a manned landing on the moon. 

Bebo White is retired from the SLAC National Accelerator 
Laboratory at Stanford University, where he worked as a 
computational physicist. 

THURSDAY, OCT. 15 – NOV. 5 

Guided Autobiography 
Sara Orem 
9:30 a.m.–noon  •  4 sessions •  GBC 300 
$245 (Premium/Premium Plus members: 50% off) 

In this course, we will examine the “foundations of your story,” 
the first of a two-part examination. It will guide you through four 
essential themes that form the backbone of every life: the branching 
points that changed your direction, the family influences that 
shaped you, the career that gave your days meaning, and your 
relationship with money throughout the decades. A follow-up 
course, “Enriching Your Life Story,” scheduled for Winter 2027, 
will take you deeper into your own story. 

Sara Orem has taught for OLLI @Berkeley for 10 years. Her 
background and academic study is in positive psychology, and 
the many ways we can enhance positive emotions to live a more 
satisfying and fulfilling life. 

THURSDAY, OCT. 29 – NOV. 19 

Reconnecting Democracy: The Phoenix 
Goes Global and Political 
Darren Zook 
10 a.m.–noon  •  3 sessions 
$140 (Premium/Premium Plus members: $0) 

Prevailing political theory tells us that democracies thrive in 
cooperative environments. In short, democracies work best 
when they play well together. Yet over the past decade or so, 
many democratic partnerships and alliances have grown apart and 
atrophied, thereby weakening the “brand” of democracy on the 
global stage. Is this slow decay irreversible? Or is there a possibility 
for the rebuilding of democratic partnerships and alliances on the 
global stage in a way that ensures the vibrancy and longevity of 
global democracy? This course argues strongly in the affirmative. 
See Zook bio on page 3. 

BEST OF OLLI, FALL 2026 
Access some of our most popular pre-recorded courses ($75 each). 

• Back to the Future: Lessons 
from American History 
Susan Hoffman 

• Inside the U.S. Supreme Court: 
Failed Institution or Last Bastion 
of Democracy 
Richard Rosenthal 

• A Pen Warmed Up in Hell: Mark 
Twain’s Social Criticism 
Linda Rugg 

• Firenze: From Pre-Renaissance to 
Contemporary Architecture 
Pierluigi Serraino 

• Killing Dissent: The Aftermath 
Alex Saragoza 

• Alexander von Humboldt’s Hero’s 
Journey to South America 
Eric Simon 

• Tracking the Progress of AI 
Robert Todd 

• What Is Economic Justice? The 
International Edition 
Darren Zook 

New Course Just Added! 
The U.S. Supreme Court: Where 
Are We Now? with Bill Sokol and 
guest Erwin Chemerinsky 
Details forthcoming on our website. 

Upcoming Events 
Be sure to check out our ever-growing 
calendar of upcoming events, including 
our Friday speaker series, Town Halls, 
and other special goings-on. 

olli.berkeley.edu/programs/events 
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Calendar IN-PERSON LIVESTREAMED RECORDED (3,4,5,6)  INDICATES # OF SESSIONS 

MONDAYS 
9/14–10/19 
THINKING ABOUT 
OLD AGE (6) 
BILL SMOOT 
10 A.M.–NOON •  GBC 365 

WRITING YOUR  
GOOD LIFE (6) 
CHRISTINE SCHOEFER 
10 A.M.–NOON •  GBC 300 

A DARKNESS MORE  
THAN NIGHT: FILM NOIR 
IN THE LATE 1950S (6) 
ART ECKSTEIN 
1–2:30 P.M. 

EARLY NEW  
WAVE ROCK: 1975-1983 (6) 
RICHIE UNTERBERGER 
1–3 P.M. • GBC 365 

9/21–10/12 

BERKELEY 
NATURAL HISTORY (4) 
ALAN SHABEL 
1–3 P.M. 

In-person Venues 

F&S: Freight 
& Salvage 
2020 Addison St., 
Berkeley, CA 

GBC: Golden Bear 
Center 
1995 University Ave., 
Berkeley, CA 

TUESDAYS 
9/15–10/13 
SACRED 
MOUNTAINS (4) 
ED BERNBAUM 
1–3 P.M.  • GBC 365 
NO CLASS 10/6 

9/15–10/20 
REVOLUTIONS 
FROM ABOVE AND BELOW 
(6) 
DARIUSH ZAHEDI 
10 A.M.–NOON •  GBC 365 

BUILDING A GREAT 
MEMOIR (6) 
LOUISE NAYER 
10 A.M.–NOON •  GBC 300 

IPHONEOGRAPHY (6) 
YONI MAYERI 
10 A.M.–NOON 
NO CLASS 9/29; ENDS 10/27 

ALEXANDER VON 
HUMBOLDT’S COSMOS (6) 
ERIC SIMON 
1:30–3 P.M. 

10/13–11/3 
THE ROAD TO 
REVOLUTION: AMERICA 
1763-1776 (4) 
RICHARD BELL 
10:30 A.M.–NOON 

YOUR NEXT  
PHASE (4) 
ROBERTA STREIMER 
3:30–6 P.M.  • GBC 365 

10/20–11/10 
THE OLLI SALON: 
READING LIKE A WRITER, 
WRITING LIKE A READER (4) 
MINA WITTEMAN 
1–3 P.M. • GBC 365 

WEDNESDAYS 
9/16–10/7 
MODERN INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN IN EUROPE (4) 
PIERLUIGI SERRAINO 
10:30 A.M.–NOON 

9/23–10/7 
INTERGENERATIONAL 
DIALOGUE: HUMANS, 
HUMANITY, HUMANOIDS, 
TECH — WHAT NOW, WHAT 
NEXT? (3) 
DARREN ZOOK 
10–11:30 A.M.  • GBC 365 

9/23–10/21 
GLOBAL LENS (5) 
KAREN DAVIS, NIELS-OLE RASMUSSEN 
9:45 A.M.–NOON.  • F&S 

9/23–11/4 NO CLASS 10/28 

OF THEE I SING: 
CELEBRATING SONGS ABOUT 
AMERICA AT 250 (6) 
PETE ELMAN 
1–3 P.M.  • F&S 

10/14–11/4 
MODERN INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN IN THE U.S. (4) 
PIERLUIGI SERRAINO 
10:30 A.M.–NOON 

BACH’S MUSE: THE 
GOLDBERG VARIATIONS (4) 
LOWRY YANKWICH 
1–3 P.M.  • GBC 365 

Many courses offer a fully hybrid experience.  The 
choice of how and when to participate is up to you! 
Enjoy videos any time through December 31. 

In-person courses are held in downtown Berkeley 

Livestreamed courses stream live on the scheduled 
day and time 

Recorded courses are video recorded to view later 
at your convenience 

THURSDAYS 
9/17–10/8 
REBUILDING 
DEMOCRACY: MAKING THE 
CASE FOR OPTIMISM (4) 
DARREN ZOOK 
10 A.M.–NOON 

9/17–10/22 
VIRGINIA WOOLF’S 
VISIONARY NOVELS (6) 
STEPHANIE WELLS 
10 A.M.–NOON • GBC 365 

WALT DISNEY’S  
“AMERICAN CENTURY” AND 
THE CALIFORNIA DREAM (6) 
KATHLEEN MORAN 
1–3 P.M.  • GBC 365 

SPACE RACE: THE 
U.S., THE U.S.S.R., AND THE 
BATTLE TO BE THE FIRST 
(1945-1972) (6) 
BEBO WHITE 
1:30–3 P.M. 

10/15–11/5 
GUIDED 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY (4) 
SARA OREM 
9:30 A.M.–NOON • GBC 300 

10/29–11/19 
RECONNECTING 
DEMOCRACY: THE 
PHOENIX GOES GLOBAL 
AND POLITICAL (3) 
DARREN ZOOK 
10 A.M.–NOON 
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	Fall 2026 Sept. 14–Dec. 31 
	Memberships 
	New Member Offer 
	Fee Assistance 
	MONDAY, SEPT. 14 – OCT. 19 
	Thinking About Old Age: Philosophy, Literature, and Film 
	Writing Your Good Life 
	A Darkness More than Night: Film Noir in the Late 1950s 
	Early New Wave Rock: 1975-1983 

	MONDAY, SEPT. 21 – OCT. 12 
	Berkeley Natural History 

	TUESDAY, SEPT. 15 – OCT. 6 
	Sacred Mountains of the World 

	WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
	Town Hall: Making Sense of the Midterms 

	TUESDAY, SEPT. 15 – OCT. 20 
	Revolutions from Above and Below 
	Building a Great Memoir 
	iPhoneography 
	Alexander von Humboldt’s Cosmos 

	TUESDAY, OCT. 13 – NOV. 3 
	The Road to Revolution: America 1763-1776 
	Your Next Phase 

	TUESDAY, OCT. 20 – NOV. 10 
	The OLLI Salon: Reading Like a Writer, Writing Like a Reader 

	WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16 – OCT. 7 
	Modern Industrial Design in Europe 

	WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23 – OCT. 7 
	Intergenerational Dialogue: Humans, Humanity, Humanoids, Tech — What Now, What Next? 

	WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23 – OCT. 21 
	Global Lens: Documentary Films with a Wide-Angle Point of View 

	WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23 – NOV. 4 NO CLASS 10/28 
	Of Thee I Sing: Celebrating Songs About America at 250 

	WEDNESDAY, OCT. 14 – NOV. 4 
	Modern Industrial Design in the U.S. 
	Bach’s Muse: The Goldberg Variations 

	THURSDAY, SEPT. 17 – OCT. 8 
	Rebuilding Democracy: Making the Case for Optimism 

	THURSDAY, SEPT. 17 – OCT. 22 
	Virginia Woolf’s Visionary Novels 

	OLLI Goes to the Movies 
	THURSDAY, SEPT. 17 – OCT. 22 
	Walt Disney’s “American Century” and the California Dream 
	Space Race: The U.S., the U.S.S.R., and the Battle to Be the First (1945-1972) 

	THURSDAY, OCT. 15 – NOV. 5 
	Guided Autobiography 

	THURSDAY, OCT. 29 – NOV. 19 
	Reconnecting Democracy: The Phoenix Goes Global and Political 
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